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Handicapping Conditions Served:   All handicaps.
Users Served:   Teachers, general public.

The Organization: The National Audiovisual Center was created in 1969 to serve the public
by making federally produced audio-visual materials available for use through distribution
services and by serving as the central clearinghouse for all U.S. Government audio-visual
materials. Through the Center's distribution programs, the public has access to audio-visual
materials covering a variety of subjects, which include rehabilitation, special education, and
health and medicine, including treatment of stroke, cancer, spinal cord injuries, arthritis,
alcoholism, drug abuse, and other disabling conditions.

Many of the Center's audio-visual materials are for general use, while others are designed
for specific training or instructional programs. To complement and increase the
effectiveness of these programs, many are accompanied by printed materials such as teacher
manuals, student workbooks, or scripts.

Information Services: Federal audio-visual materials are available through the following
programs; Sales: various audio-visual formats are available for purchase through the Center,
including motion pictures, slide sets, audiotapes, and multimedia kits. Media conversion to
special formats is available on request. Preview prior to purchase is available for 16 mm
motion pictures. Rental: Only 16 mm motion pictures, representing about 3,000 titles from
the Center's collection, are available through the rental program. Loan Referrals: Loan
distribution of 16 mm films is often available to the public from commercial distributors
and from regional Federal agency offices. The Center keeps informed of federally
sponsored loan programs and refers the user to the closest loan source.

The Center has some films available with closed captioning and with Spanish soundtracks.

The Center maintains a master data file on audio-visual materials produced by the U.S.
Government. This resource is used by the reference staff to respond to inquiries.

Printed materials issued by the Center are the principal means of keeping the public
informed of the availability of Federal audio-visual materials. The Center publishes subject
specific catalogs of listings from over 8,000 titles available for sale and/or rental and also
puts out brochures describing single or multiple titles. A 1981 catalog entitled Special
Education lists a wide variety of materials on early, elementary, secondary, adult, and
parent education geared to persons with specific disabilities. Publications of the Center arc
available free upon request.
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